I WAS A SOLDIER

I WAS A SOLDIER: THAT'S THE WAY IT IS, THAT'S WHAT WE WERE. WE PUT IT, SIMPLY, WITHOUT ANY SWAGGER, WITHOUT ANY BRAG, IN THOSE FOUR PLAIN WORDS.

WE SPEAK THEM SOFTLY, JUST TO OURSELVES. OTHERS MAY HAVE FORGOTTEN

THEY ARE A MANIFESTO TO MANKIND; SPEAK THOSE FOUR WORDS ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD -- YES, ANYWHERE -- AND MANY WHO HEAR WILL RECOGNIZE THEIR MEANING.

THEY ARE A PLEDGE. A PLEDGE THAT STEMS FROM A DOCUMENT WHICH SAID: "I SOLEMNLY SWEAR", "TO PROTECT AND DEFEND" AND GOES ON FROM THERE, AND FROM A FLAG CALLED "OLD GLORY".

LISTEN, AND YOU CAN HEAR THE VOICES ECHOING THROUGH THEM, WORDS THAT SPRANG WHITE-HOT FROM BLOODY LIPS, SHOUTS OF "MEDIC", WHISPERS OF "OH GOD!", FORCEFUL WORDS OF "FOLLOW ME". IF YOU CAN'T HEAR THEM, YOU WEREN'T, IF YOU CAN... YOU WERE.

"DON'T GIVE UP THE SHIP! FIGHT HER TILL SHE DIES ...DAMN THE TORPEDOES! CAN YOU HEAR GUNNERY SERGEANT DAN DAILY, WHO IN 1918 LED THE MARINE CHARGE INTO BELLEAU WOODS WITH THE CRY, "COME ON, YOU SONS OF BITCHES, DO YOU WANT TO LIVE FOREVER?" OR "DON'T CHEER, BOYS; THE POOR DEVILS ARE DYING."

LAUGHING WORDS, AND WORDS COLD AS JANUARY ICE, WORDS THAT WHEN SPOKEN, WERE MEANT,..."WAIT TILL YOU SEE THE WHITES OF THEIR EYES". THE ECHO'S OF I WAS A SOLDIER. DO YOU SEE EASY COMPANY WHO IN 1944 FOUGHT THEIR WAY TO THE TOP OF MOUNT SURIBACHI ON IWO JIMA AND PLANTED AN AMERICAN FLAG? IT WASN'T EASY ...AND FREEDOM IS NOT FREE

YOU CAN HEAR THE SLOW CADENCES AT GETTYSBURG, OR AT ARLINGTON HONORING NOT A MAN, BUT A SOLDIER, PERHAPS FORGOTTEN BY HIS NATION ...OH! THOSE BROKEN PROMISES.

YOU CAN HEAR THOSE ECHOES AS YOU HAVE A BEER AT THE "POST", WALK IN A PARADE, GO TO THE WALL, VISIT A VA HOSPITAL, HEAR THE MOURNFUL SOUNDS OF TAPS, OR GAZE UPON THE WHITE CROSSES, ROW UPON ROW.

BUT THEY AREN'T JUST WORDS; THEY'RE A WAY OF LIFE, A PATTERN OF LIVING, OR A WAY OF DYING. THEY MAKE FOR CRYING WHILE SINGING THE "BANNER".

THEY MAKE THE EVENING, WITH ANOTHER DAY'S WORK DONE; SUPPER WITH THE WIFE AND KIDS; AND NO GESTAPO SNOOPING AT THE DOOR.

THEY GAVE YOU THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE WHO SHALL RUN OUR GOVERNMENT FOR US, THE RIGHT TO A SECRET VOTE THAT COUNTS JUST AS MUCH AS THE NEXT FELLOW'S; AND THE OBLIGATION TO USE THAT RIGHT, AND GUARD IT AND KEEP IT CLEAN.

THEY PROVE THE RIGHT TO HOPE, TO DREAM, TO PRAY, TO SPEAK OUT; THE OBLIGATION TO SERVE.

THESE ARE SOME OF THE MEANINGS OF THOSE FOUR WORDS, MEANINGS WE DON'T OFTEN STOP TO TALLY UP OR EVEN LIST.

ONLY IN The STILLNESS OF A MOONLESS NIGHT, OR IN THE QUIET OF A SUNDAY AFTERNOON, OR IN THE THIN DAWN OF A NEW DAY, WHEN OUR WORLD IS CLOSE ABOUT US, DO THEY RISE UP IN OUR MEMORIES AND STIR IN OUR SENTIENT HEARTS.

AND WE ARE REMEMBERING WAKE ISLAND, AND BATAAN, INCHON, AND CHU LAI, KNOX AND BENNING, GREAT LAKES AND PARIS ISLAND, TRAVIS AND CHANUTE, AND MANY OTHER PLACES LONG FORGOTTEN BY OUR CIVILIAN FRIENDS.

THEY'RE PLAIN WORDS, THOSE FOUR. SIMPLE WORDS.

YOU COULD ENGRAVE THEM ON STONE; YOU COULD CARVE THEM ON THE MOUNTAIN RANGES.

YOU COULD SING THEM, TO THE TUNE OF "YANKEE DOODLE."

BUT YOU NEEDN'T. YOU NEEDN'T DO ANY OF THOSE THINGS, FOR THOSE WORDS ARE GRAVEN IN THE HEARTS OF VETERANS, THEY ARE FAMILIAR TO 24,000,000 TONGUES, EVERY SOUND AND EVERY SYLLABLE. IF YOU MUST WRITE THEM, PUT THEM ON MY STONE.

BUT WHEN YOU SPEAK THEM, SPEAK THEM SOFTLY, PROUDLY, I WILL HEAR YOU, FOR,

I WAS A SOLDIER.
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GOOD MORNING ALL AND GREETINGS.
-

THIS 16 A SPECIAL DAY AND A SPECIAL EVENT FOR ME,.
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PRIMARILY BECAUSE a IS THE FIRST SINCE MY RETIREMENT FROM ACTIVE DUTY ON THE 1 ST OF OCTOBER AND SECONDLY BECAUSE IT IS WITH A VERY GOOD AND LONG TIME FRIEND AND FELLOW SOLDIER, ROGER NORFOLK.
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ANY MISSION, ANY WHERE, ANY TIME: A REFRAIN I HAVE HEARD MANY TIMES, THE HALLMARK OF THE SOLDIERS OF YESTERDAY AND THE SOLDIERS OF TODAY.

TODAY, AS YOU ALL ARE WELL AWARE, OUR SOLDIERS ARE IN HARMS WAY. NO MATTER THE POLITICAL PROCLIVITIES ONE MAY HAVE, OUR NATION HAS CALLED AND AS OUR VETERANS WE HONOR TODAY HAVE DONE, THE SOLDIERS OF TODAY HAVE RESPONDED.

OUR SOLDIERS HAVE TRAINED, PREPARED, DEPLOYED TO DISTANT PLACES And NOW THEY ARE IN COMBAT TO BRING THE FREEDOMS WE ENJOY TO THOSE WHO HAVE FOR THEIR LIVES SUFFERED UNDER THE BRUTALITY OF PREVIOUS REGIMES.

WE HAVE BEEN THERE FROM OUR NATIONS FOUNDING TO THE TYRANNY OF A HITLER, THE OPPRESSION OF COMMUNISM IN KOREA AND VIETNAM, TO A PANAMANIAN DICTATOR, TO THE REPRESSION OF SOCIETY AND THE PREDATIONS OF A GUY NAMED HUSSEIN.

TODAY WE AS A PEOPLE ARE THREATENED BY THOSE STATES AND NON STATE ACTORS WHO WOULD SUBVERT ONE OF THE WORLDS GREAT RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS AND DECLARE WAR AGAINST THOSE WHO WOULD DARE TO PRACTICE THEIR BELIEFS IN THE MANNER THEY WOULD CHOOSE.

AS YOU KNOW, IN THE END SOLDIERS ULTIMATELY FIGHT FOR THE PERSON TO THEIR LEFT AND RIGHT, BUT UNDERNEATH IT ALL THEY KNOW THAT WHAT WE ARE DOING IS ALSO THE RIGHT THING TO DO.

THEY REQUIRE OUR SUPPORT BOTH PHYSICALLY AND MORALLY UNTIL THEIR TASKS ARE COMPLETE. AND THEN WE BRING THEM HOME WITH THE HONOR THEY DESERVE AS THIS ERA'S GREATEST GENERATION.

I COME TO THIS DEDICATION TODAY AS A SOLDIER OF ALMOST 37 YEARS AND AN ARMY BRAT OF ANOTHER 22.

MY LIFE, AS YOU CAN THEREFORE SEE IS THAT OF A SOLDIER. WHILE SPIFFED UP TODAY, I HAVE BEEN THERE AND FEEL THE LIFE OF A SOLDIER FROM THE EXPERIENCES GARNERED FROM PRIVATE TO SPECIALIST AND LIEUTENANT TO LIEUTENANT GENERAL.

BUT ME TELLING YOU ABOUT ME IS NOT WHAT I WANTED TO SAY TODAY. .. WHAT I WANT YOU TO HEAR WILL TOUCH EACH OF YOU WHO HAVE ALSO BEEN THERE. THERE IS A MESSAGE INSIDE WHAT I NOW WILL READ TO YOU FOR YOU TO CARRY TO ALL WHOM YOU WILL EVER TOUCH.

IT IS ABOUT THAT SPECIAL QUALITY OF SOLDIERS AND WHY WE SHOULD NEVER LET THEM DOWN.

I ACTUALLY DO NOT KNOW WHO WROTE THIS, BUT I KNOW HE WROTE IT FOR YOU AND FOR ME.... HE ALSO WROTE IT FOR ALL THOSE WHO WHO WOULD LISTEN:

